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SCOUT PROMISE

On my honour

I promise that I will do my best

To do my duty to my god

And to the Queen of Australia

To help other people

And to keep the Scout Law
ROVER PRAYER

By spirits of the just

Made perfect in their suffering

Teach us in our turn O Lord

To serve thee as we ought

To give and not to count the cost

To fight and not to heed the wounds

To toil and not to seek for rest

To labour and not to seek any reward

Save that of knowing that we do thy will

Amen

THE LINK CEREMONY


The Link ceremony should ideally be attended by as many of the Rover Crew as possible.  The ceremony takes place in front of the linking Venturer’s Unit.  The Crew Leader and sponsors stand at the front with the Venturer Leader. Where possible, prior to the commencement of the ceremony, the ‘rover box’ is covered with the St George flag and the candles, badges, sword, and shoulder knot are placed on top. .  This is the Alter.  

The Bethungra flag is hung nearby so is an unbroken Australian Flag.  Those attending the ceremony (including the new member and sponsors) form a horseshoe circle around the alter position.  This ceremony is open to the attendance of all crew/unit members & visitors.

The Venturer leader opens the parade

A member of the venturer unit or crew (preferably in uniform) unfurls the Australian Flag.

The Venturer Leader executes the presentation of the Rover Link Badge then the Venturer returns to stand by the sponsors.



Sponsors
The sponsors assist the Squire to light a taper, then escort the squire who is holding the lit taper to the alter area in front of the Venturer Leader.

VL


I present to you (insert name) for acceptance as a Rover Squire

CL
Is it your wish to become a member of Bethungra Rover Crew?



Venturer
It is



CL
Please light the Tan, Yellow, Green and Maroon candles as a recognition of your future service and commitment to the other sections of the scouting movement.  
I will light the Red candle representing the Rover section to remind you of your  task to now complete you training and become a Fully Invested Bethungra Rover.  
At the time of your investiture you will get to light the Red candle.



Venturer
Uses taper to light the 4 candles then hands the lit taper to CL who lights the Red candle



CL
Do you realise that your first duty is to your home and to establish yourself in life?



Venturer
I do



CL
Are you willing to train yourself for your future service to the community?



Venturer
I am



CL
Do you accept the way of life set forth in the scout promise and law?



Venturer
I do



CL
You have been accepted into this Rover Crew as a Rover Squire and you are now called upon before the assembled crew and unit, to mark by a simple act, your acceptance of crew membership and your determination by your actions to earn for yourself the right of full investiture.  

In the days of the Knights, the squire was expected to prepare himself for his responsibilities over a long period, but his beginning was marked when he was brought to an appointed place by the Elders and handed the Crusader sword which he was asked to draw from its sheath and holding in both hands, extend it to its utmost height and with his eyes fixed on the point, to resolved within his heart to be true, to be courageous and be determined to be worthy of investiture when the time was ripe.  
Are you prepared to make such a sign here?



Venturer
Yes



Sponsor
On the Venturers’s affirmative reply, A Sponsor, holding the sword in its Sheath, extends it with the hilt (handle) towards the Venturer, who then draws the sword from its sheath and raises it with both hands and with their eyes fixed on the point stands motionless for a few seconds.  (Photo Opportunity)  The sword is then lowered and replaced in its sheath.  


CL
I now ask you to (re)affirm your scout promise as a token of your honour to do your best to keep that promise.




The Venturer (and the assembled unit/crew) make the Scout Sign

Venturer
On my honour

I promise that I will do my best

To do my duty to my god

And to the Queen of Australia

To help other people

And to keep the Scout Law




Taking the candidate by the left hand and shaking their hand

CL
I trust you on your honour to do your best to keep that promise.  On behalf of Bethungra Rover Crew, I then accept you as a Rover Squire.  I induct you with this shoulder knot of brown, yellow, green, and maroon.  These colours represent the Joey, Cub, Scout and Venturer Sections of the movement.  That of the Rover section, Red, is missing to remind you that is now your duty to prepare yourself for full membership of the crew, to which end, I now entrust you to your sponsors who will assist you in your efforts. I also present you with the Bethungra Rover Crew name tape, your Rovers badge, (if more badges necessary insert rest of badge names here) and the crew scarf - green and gold for Australia and Red for Rovers.  Congratulations



Sponsors
The sponsors escort the new Squire around the parade circle and introduce the Squire to each Crew member, who greet the new Squire with a handshake. 


Flag is lowered

Crew leader snuffs out candles

CL
Prepare for prayer -

By spirits of the just

Made perfect in their suffering

Teach us in our turn O Lord

To serve thee as we ought

To give and not to count the cost

To fight and not to heed the wounds

To toil and not to seek for rest 

To labour and not to seek any reward

Save that of knowing that we do thy will

Amen


Parade is dismissed - Prepare for Group Photo.

INDUCTION CEREMONY


Prior to the commencement of the ceremony, the ‘rover box’ is covered with the St George flag and the candles, badges, sword, and shoulder knot are placed on top.  This is the Alter. The Bethungra flag is hung nearby so is an unbroken Australian Flag.  Those attending the ceremony (including the new member and sponsors) form a horseshoe circle around the alter position.  This ceremony is open to the attendance of all members & visitors.

The Crew leader opens the parade

A member of the crew (preferably in uniform) unfurls the Australian Flag.



Sponsors
The sponsors assist the Squire to light a taper, then escort the squire who is holding the lit taper to the alter.

Sponsor
I present you (insert name) a candidate for reception as a Rover Squire



CL
Are you satisfied that (insert name) is trying and will continue to try, to act up to a Scout’s obligations, including the doing of good turns and is likely to become a worthy member of Bethungra Rover Crew



Sponsor
I am



CL
Rovering is a fellowship of the open air and service. In seeking to Join Bethungra are you ready to improve your knowledge of practical Scouting and to pursue an active and useful life.



Squire
I am



CL
Please light the Tan, Yellow, Green and Maroon candles as a recognition of your future service and commitment to the other sections of the scouting movement.  
I will light the Red candle representing the Rover section to remind you of your  task to now complete you training and become a Fully Invested Bethungra Rover.  
At the time of your investiture you will get to light the Red candle.



Squire
Uses taper to light the 4 candles then hands the lit taper to CL who lights the Red candle



CL
Do you realise that your first duty is to your home and to establish yourself in life?



Squire
I do



CL
Are you willing to train yourself for your future service to the community?



Squire
I am



CL
Do you accept the way of life set forth in the scout promise and law?



Squire
I do



CL
You have been accepted into this Rover Crew as a Rover Squire and you are now called upon before the assembled crew, to mark by a simple act, your acceptance of crew membership and your determination by your actions to earn for yourself the right of full investiture.  

In the days of the Knights, the squire was expected to prepare himself for his responsibilities over a long period, but his beginning was marked when he was brought to an appointed place by the Elders and handed the Crusader sword which he was asked to draw from its sheath and holding in both hands, extend it to its utmost height and with his eyes fixed on the point, to resolved within his heart to be true, to be courageous and be determined to be worthy of investiture when the time was ripe.  
Are you prepared to make such a sign here?



Squire
Yes



Sponsor
On the Squire’s affirmative reply, A Sponsor, holding the sword in its Sheath, extends it with the hilt (handle) towards the Squire, who then draws the sword from its sheath and raises it with both hands and with their eyes fixed on the point stands motionless for a few seconds.  (Photo Opportunity)  The sword is then lowered and replaced in its sheath.  


CL
I now ask you to (re)affirm your scout promise as a token of your honour to do your best to keep that promise.




The squire (and the assembled crew) make the Scout Sign

Squire
On my honour

I promise that I will do my best

To do my duty to my god

And to the Queen of Australia

To help other people

And to keep the Scout Law




Taking the candidate by the left hand and shaking their hand

CL
I trust you on your honour to do your best to keep that promise. On behalf of Bethungra Rover Crew, I then accept you as a Rover Squire.  I induct you with this shoulder knot of brown, yellow, green, and maroon.  These colours represent the Joey, Cub, Scout and Venturer Sections of the movement.  That of the Rover section, Red, is missing to remind you that is now your duty to prepare yourself for full membership of the crew, to which end, I now entrust you to your sponsors who will assist you in your efforts. I also present you with the Bethungra Rover Crew name tape, your Rovers badge, (if more badges necessary ie brand new Scouting member insert rest of badge names here) and the crew scarf - green and gold for Australia and Red for Rovers.  Congratulations



Sponsors
The sponsors escort the new Squire around the parade circle and introduce the Squire to each Crew member, who greet the new Squire with a handshake.


Flag is lowered

Crew leader snuffs out candles



CL
Prepare for prayer -

By spirits of the just

Made perfect in their suffering

Teach us in our turn O Lord

To serve thee as we ought

To give and not to count the cost

To fight and not to heed the wounds

To toil and not to seek for rest 

To labour and not to seek any reward

Save that of knowing that we do thy will

Amen




Parade is dismissed.




Prepare for Group Photo

ROVER TRANSFER CEREMONY


Prior to the commencement of the ceremony, the ‘rover box’ is covered with the St George flag, candles, sword, a Bethungra scarf, name tape and Rover Branch Badge are placed on top.  This is the Alter.  The Bethungra flag is hung nearby so is an unbroken Australian Flag.  Those attending the ceremony (including the Transferee) form a horseshoe circle around the alter position.  Squires are permitted to attend this ceremony.

The Crew leader opens the parade.

A member of the crew (preferably in uniform) unfurls the Australian Flag.

The Crew Leader lights the Tan, Yellow, Green and Maroon candles.



Sponsors
A sponsor assists the Transferee  to light a taper, then escorts the transferee who is holding the lit taper to the alter.

Sponsor
I present you (insert name) who is a Rover from (insert previous crew & location) for transfer into Bethungra Rovers



CL
Are you satisfied that (insert name) is trying and will continue to try, to act up to a Rover’s obligations, including service and is likely to become a worthy member of Bethungra Rover Crew



Sponsor
I am



CL
Rovering is a fellowship of the open air and service. In seeking to Join Bethungra Rovers are you ready to improve your knowledge of practical Scouting and to pursue an active and useful life.



Transferee
I am



CL
Please light the Tan, Yellow, Green and Maroon candles as a recognition of your future service and commitment to the other sections of the scouting movement.  
Do not light the Red candle at present.



Transferee
Uses taper to light the 4 candles then resumes holding the lit taper



CL
Do you accept the way of life set forth in the Scout Law and Promise?



Transferee
I do



CL
In spite of any difficulties you have had in the past are you now determined to do your best to be honourable, truthful and straight in all your dealings, clean in what you think, in what you say and in all that you do?



Transferee
I am



CL
Do you understand that the Rover motto of ‘Service’ means that you will do your best to help other people even though it may not be convenient or pleasant or safe for you and that you will expect no reward for doing so?



Transferee
I do



CL
Do you understand that by becoming a Bethungra Rover you are joining a fellowship in which we want to help you carry out your ideals, and in which we ask you to obey our rules and carry out our motto of ‘Service’ for others?



Transferee
I do



CL
The Tan, Yellow, Green and Maroon candles are already burning as a recognition of your Service and commitment to the other sections of the scouting.  I now ask you to light the remaining Red candle to mark the beginning of your life as a Fully Invested Bethungra Rover.  May it remind you of you duty to provide Real Service to all.



Transferee
Uses taper to light the Red candle, snuffs the taper and places it on the alter.



CL
Understanding all these things then, I ask you to reaffirm your Scout Promise.




The transferee (and the assembled crew) make the Scout Sign

Transferee
On my honour

I promise that I will do my best

To do my duty to my god

And to the Queen of Australia

To help other people

And to keep the Scout Law




Taking the candidate by the left hand and shaking their hand

CL
I trust you on your honour to do your best to keep that promise. On behalf of Bethungra Rover Crew, I then accept you into the crew as a Rover. I present you with the Bethungra Rover Crew name tape, your Branch Rover badge, (if more badges insert rest of badge names here) and the crew scarf - green and gold for Australia and Red for Rovers.  Congratulations



Sponsors
The sponsor presents the new Rover around the parade circle and introduce the Rover to each Crew member, who greet the new Rover with a handshake.


Flag is lowered

Crew leader snuffs out candles



CL
Prepare for prayer -

By spirits of the just

Made perfect in their suffering

Teach us in our turn O Lord

To serve thee as we ought

To give and not to count the cost

To fight and not to heed the wounds

To toil and not to seek for rest 

To labour and not to seek any reward

Save that of knowing that we do thy will

Amen




Parade is dismissed.




Prepare for Group Photo & Celebration

INVESTITURE CEREMONY


Prior to the commencement of the ceremony, the ‘rover box’ is covered with the St George flag and the pitcher of water, candles, towel, sword, and shoulder knot and epaulettes are placed on top.  This is the Alter. The Bethungra flag is hung nearby so is an unbroken Australian Flag.  Those Rovers attending the ceremony (excluding the Squire) form a horseshoe circle around the alter position.  Squires and those who have not been invested rovers are not permitted to attend this ceremony.  On a special request to the Crew Council parents or spouse may be present.   The Crew leader opens the parade.

A member of the crew (preferably in uniform) unfurls the Australian Flag.

The Crew Leader lights the Tan, Yellow, Green and Maroon candles.



Sponsors
The sponsors leave the circle and go to get the Squire from nearby.  They assist the Squire to light a taper, then escort the squire who is holding the lit taper to the alter.

CL
Have you come with a desire to become a Rover in the world wide Scouting community?



Squire
I have



CL
The Tan, Yellow, Green and Maroon candles are already burning as a recognition of your Service and commitment to the other sections of the scouting movement from the time of your induction.  I now ask you to light the remaining Red candle to mark the beginning of your life as a Fully Invested Bethungra Rover.  
May it remind you of you duty to provide Real Service to all.



Squire
Uses taper to light the Red candle, snuffs the taper and places it on the alter.



CL
In spite of any difficulties you have had in the past are you now determined to do your best to be honourable, truthful and straight in all your dealings, clean in what you think, in what you say and in all that you do?



Squire
I am



CL
Have you carefully thought about what you are doing with your life?



Squire
I have



CL
Do you understand that the Rover motto of ‘Service’ means that you will do your best to help other people even though it may not be convenient or pleasant or safe for you and that you will expect no reward for doing so?



Squire
I do



CL
Do you understand that by becoming a Rover you are joining a fellowship in which we want to help you carry out your ideals, and in which we ask you to obey our rules and carry out our motto of ‘Service’ for others?



Squire
I do



CL
In ancient times it was the custom of those about to become Knights to be laved with water, as a token of washing away their past misdeeds, and as a sign that were determined to commence afresh.  Are you willing to give such a sign, here in the presence of us all?



Squire
Yes



Sponsors
The squire then places their hands out and the sponsor takes the pitcher and pours water over them while the other sponsor dries the squire’s hands



CL
Understanding these things then, I ask you to reaffirm your Scout Promise, bearing in mind that you are expected to interpret it from an adult’s point of view




The squire (and the assembled crew) make the Scout Sign



Squire
On my honour

I promise that I will do my best

To do my duty to my god

And to the Queen of Australia

To help other people

And to keep the Scout Law




The CL then takes the new Rover by the left hand and gives them a buffet on the left shoulder with the right hand saying



CL
I trust you on your honour to keep your promise and I give you the buffet which the Knights of old received to remind you, as it did them, that you have one tender point, namely your honour.  Nothing should be more quickly felt than an imputation against it.



Sponsors
The CL aided by the sponsors, fasten the Rover Epaulettes and the Rover Shoulder Knot on the uniform saying



CL
This shoulder knot, which know includes the Red tag, reminds you of your duties to the Joey, Cub, Scout and Venturer Sections and of your responsibilities as a Rover, to set them at all times an example worthy of your best self.  



Sponsors
The sponsors present the new Rover to each invested Crew member, who greet the new Rover with a handshake and a buffet. 


Flag is lowered

Crew leader snuffs out candles



CL
Prepare for prayer -

By spirits of the just

Made perfect in their suffering

Teach us in our turn O Lord

To serve thee as we ought

To give and not to count the cost

To fight and not to heed the wounds

To toil and not to seek for rest 

To labour and not to seek any reward

Save that of knowing that we do thy will

Amen




Parade is dismissed.




Prepare for Group Photo & Celebration

BOOT CEREMONY


Prior to the commencement of the ceremony, the ‘rover box’ is covered with the St George flag and candles and the sword. The Bethungra flag is hung nearby so is an unbroken Australian Flag.  Proceedings commence with the opening of parade and the unfurling of the Australian Flag.  The CL then invites the Bootee to light all the candles for the last time.  



CL
On behalf of Bethungra Rovers, I’d like to thank you all coming to the Booting of 
(insert name).  We’d like to start by giving you a brief outline of (insert name)’s Rovering career.  (CL or nominated Crew member recounts the highlights of the Bootee’s Rovering career)



CL
I invite you to say your promise one more time as a youth member




The CL, Bootee and assembled Rovers make the Scout Sign

Bootee
On my honour

I promise that I will do my best

To do my duty to my god

And to the Queen of Australia

To help other people

And to keep the Scout Law



CL
It is a tradition within Bethungra that we take the time to share a positive moment or a funny story with the Bootee as they leave.  




One by one all assembled people share a very brief positive moment or funny story about the Bootee.  All people are invited to share, not just the assembled Rovers.  The emphasis is on the fact that the Rover has been an involved member of not just the crew, but of a wider community of friends and Scouts.



CL
I would know like to invite (insert name) to say something.



Bootee
Bootee has an opportunity to respond to the assembled people



CL
Bethungra has a couple of small gifts for you to mark this occasion.




Bootee is presented with the traditional Bethungra Boot Gifts - a pair of boxer shorts and either a boot skin or a boot photo album.  People are invited to sign the boot skin or boot photo album before they leave the boot.



Bootee
Bootee snuffs out candles



Bootee
Bootee Travels around the gathered circle to receive salutations and a boot from each person present.




Flag is lowered



CL
Prepare for prayer -

By spirits of the just

Made perfect in their suffering

Teach us in our turn O Lord

To serve thee as we ought

To give and not to count the cost

To fight and not to heed the wounds

To toil and not to seek for rest 

To labour and not to seek any reward

Save that of knowing that we do thy will

Amen




Parade is dismissed.



CL
Thank you to everybody for coming today and we’d like to ask you to join us for more celebrations at (insert location)




Prepare for Group Photo
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